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Benefits of Agreements

• Formalizes relationships with entities that generally have similar interests
• Data rights, liabilities are clearly defined up front

• Protects both parties

• Allows NASA and Partner to benefit from research at less cost

• Sustains NASA’s unique skills & facilities while providing services
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Military NASA Research Park Interagency

Academia InternationalCommercial Virtual Institutes

NAI: the 
Community
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Types of Agreements

Interagency Space Act  International

Non-reimbursable or Reimbursable



Creating an Abstract 
Review Package
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Components of an Abstract Review 
Package

• Abstract

• HQ Concurrence email

• Estimated Pricing Report (EPR)
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Abstract Overview

• Purpose: 
• An abstract is a summary of the proposed activity, which may be reviewed by 

Headquarters to gain approval and may contain proprietary information on the 
proposed activity and associated resources.  

• It addresses how the activity relates to NASA’s mission(s).
• This is not a legally binding document. 

• FAQ:
• Why does NASA’s early stage review matter to me?
• What should I, the Partner, be doing during this phase?
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Estimated Pricing Report (EPR)

In accordance with NPR 9090.1B, an EPR is required for all Reimbursable 
and Non-reimbursable agreements except where specified. 

• EPR should accompany the Reimbursable agreement package when 
routing for approval and signature.
• Approval signature of the EPR is required when not routed in 

(PAM).
• Technical representative or Resource Executive could approve 

EPR outside of PAM.
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Requirements for EPR

The EPR should contain the following elements:
• Labor
• Travel
• ODCs - Materials, supplies, utilities, grants, and other 

direct costs in support of the agreement. 

How and Why?
• The first “E”
• Reimbursable Vs. Non-Reimbursable 
• Why does NASA want this?



Pricing Template 
Summary Sheet



Partnership Review and 
Evaluation (PRE) Meeting
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Partnerships Review and Evaluation (PRE) Meeting

• Purpose:
• To present all activities to determine feasibility, legality, and resource 

commitment.
• Provides recommendations to optimize successful outcomes

• Audience:
• Partnerships Office, Legal, Code C, and all related technical points of contact 

(and relevant management representatives as needed)

• Next Steps:
• PRE Revisions
• HQ routing, if necessary 
• Agreement formation process
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HQ  Review Board

• Partnership Office (PO)
• Aeronautics Research Mission Directorate (ARMD)
• Science Mission Directorate (SMD)
• Space Technology Mission Directorate (STMD)
• General Counsel (OGC)
• Safety and Mission Assurance (OSMA)
• Office of Enterprise Protection (EPP)
• Chief Engineer (OCE)
• Chief Financial Officer (OCFO)
• Chief Information Officer (OCIO)
• Chief Scientist (OCS)
• Chief Technologist (OCT)
• Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs (OLIA)
• Communications (OCOM)
• Strategic Capabilities Asset Program (SCA)
• Space Environments Testing Management (SETMO)



Agreement Process
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Agreement Process Overview

• Purpose:
• To create a legally binding document based on the approved abstract.

• FAQ:
• How long does it take to get an Agreement into place?
• What do I need to do to make the process quicker?
• What are common issues during this phase that are external to NASA?
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Hints & Tips

• Accurate Risk Assessment 
• Streamline
• Big Picture
• Upfront Communication
• Total scope of partnership identification
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Q&A

Resources: 

Partnership Site:
https://www.nasa.gov/ames/partnerships

NASA Partnership Guide:
https://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/OPD_docs/NAII_1050_3B_.pdf

Contact:
Brenden Sanborn: Brenden.Sanborn@nasa.gov
Matt Holtrust: Matthew.J.Holstrust@nasa.gov

App: Coming to an app store near you

https://www.nasa.gov/ames/partnerships
https://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/OPD_docs/NAII_1050_3B_.pdf
http://nasa.gov

